3/17/2020 Wolf Administration Updates Businesses on Guidance for COVID-19 Mitigation Efforts

Press Release, Public Health

Earlier today, the Wolf Administration strongly urged non-essential businesses across the state to close for at least 14 days to help
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The governor’s request protects employees, customers, and suppliers and limits the spread of the
virus through personal contact and surfaces. Previously the governor designated Bucks County, Chester County, Delaware County, and
Montgomery County as mitigation counties with Allegheny County launching its own mitigation efforts. These efforts will now be
expanded commonwealth-wide beginning at 12:01 a.m. on Tuesday, March 17.

Philadelphia has separately provided guidance for businesses. Businesses in Philadelphia County should follow the city’s guidance.

DCED offers working capital loans that could be of assistance to businesses impacted by COVID-19. Resources and information will be
posted to http://dced.pa.gov/resources as they become available. The U.S. Small Business Administration, in addition to local funding
partners, may also be a source of assistance for affected businesses.

The Wolf Administration is relying on businesses to act now before the governor or the Secretary of Health finds it necessary to compel
closures under the law for the interest of public health, including section 7301 of the Emergency Management Services Code.

For the most up-to-date information on COVID-19, Pennsylvanians should follow www.governor.pa.gov and www.doh.pa.gov.
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