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HCC plans to open branch at former Fort Ritchie Army base 

By JOSHUA BOWMAN  
joshua.bowman@herald-mail.com 

Hagerstown Community College plans to open a branch at the former Fort Ritchie U.S. Army base by March 2008, HCC 
President Guy Altieri said Wednesday.  

The branch will offer for-credit, general studies classes and will serve as a training center for businesses that move into 
the former base that is being redeveloped with homes, offices and shops.  

HCC expects 70 to 120 students to enroll at the Fort Ritchie campus next spring.  

Altieri said he hopes to see enrollment triple as homes are built on the property.  

"This campus is going to expand with the community and will cater to their needs," Altieri said.  

HCC will add noncredit, continuing education courses to the campus to meet the needs of businesses that relocate to the 
former base, Altieri said.  

In addition, Altieri said he hopes to add programs for local residents with special interests, like courses in flower 
arranging or conversational language classes.  

Rich Rook, executive director of PenMar Development Corp., which is managing Fort Ritchie, said the new campus fits 
perfectly with his company's mission to bring economic development to the property.  

"Anything that brings people in is a positive thing. And it's really going to benefit the entire community," Rook said.  

PenMar agreed to pay more than $60,000 to renovate the former religious education building on the property to make 
room for the branch.  

The college's board of trustees voted Tuesday to approve the campus and likely will sign a lease next week with 
Corporate Office Properties Trust, the property's developer.  

The branch will include three classrooms, a computer lab and office space.  

HCC operated a branch campus at Fort Ritchie from 1969 to 1997 when the property was used as an Army base.  

Fort Ritchie was closed in 1998 as part of the federal Base Realignment and Closure program.  

Reader Comments: 

Please note: The Herald-Mail does not review every comment posted by our visitors, and we are not responsible for the 
content of the messages. The postings are the sole responsibility of the poster. We reserve the right to review, edit 
and/or delete any message for any reason, including but not limited to postings that are commercial in nature, contain 
profanity , off-topic or offensive. We reserve the right to revoke the posting privileges of any person who violates these 
rules at any time.  

There are currently no reader comments associated with this story.  
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